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Abstract of Master’s Thesis Academic Year 2008

Korean Intellectuals Under the Japanese Colonialism :

Pro-Japanese collaborators and their historical recognition

—Summary

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the process of the liquidating movement of
“pro-Japanese collaborator” in South Korea and to redefine “pro-Japanese collaborator”
itself. During the Roh MooHyun administration from 2003 to 2008, laws were
established to liquidate them and its history of colonial South Korea. Such kind of
movement did not appear suddenly under the Roh MooHyun administration, but was
started by the left wing after liberation in 1945, but was failed. Comparing these two
cases of different periods, this research analyzes what has changed and what has not.

Furthermore, there are limitations in many existing studies to conclude Korean
intellectuals who were labeled “pro-Japanese collaborator” as a national betrayer. This study
focuses on struggles and national conscious among these intellectuals who wavered between
“participation” or “rejection” in Japanese colonialism based on their psychology, record of
activities, autobiography, and results from their decisions and collaboration. Another
aspect to consider “pro-Japanese collaborator” as “another nationalist” is presented.

Chapter 1 explains liquidating movement of “pro-Japanese collaborator” just after
the Korean liberation. Chapter 2 explains the other liquidating campaign reappeared
after 2000, which emerged through an economic development, democratization, and rise
of civil movement. Chapter 3 redefines the “pro-Japanese collaborator” based on
changes of actor and purpose mentioned in chapter 1 and 2. While maintaining the
pursuit of independence, “pro-Japanese collaborators” resorted to other means. The
final chapter summarizes the recognition of “pro-Japanese collaborator” and Japanese
colonialism based on previous discussions.

This dissertation proves not to exclude this group of people from the history, and
establishes the need to take multiple approaches to sharing and understanding them.
Instead of providing two extreme sides towards recognizing the history, this study
presents another critical point of view to proper understanding and sharing of the history.

This will establish the foundation of mutual historical recognition for two countries.

Key Word
1 “pro-Japanese collaborator” 2 .Historical recognition 3 .Korean intellectual

4 .Japanese colonialism 5 .liquidating movement of the past history
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