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Combining the Needs of the Traditional Cityscape and Modern Life through Liminal Space
-The Case of Gangi Street of Takada District in Joetsu City,Niigata Prefecture-
Summary :
In recent years, the phenomenon is often seen that the great gap arisen between “Traditional life space” and
“Modern life” progresses hollowing of town to spoil fine historical landscape. To cope with it, the
administrations have started initiatives of town development to respect history and culture, and at the same
time regional activities by citizens are flourished utilizing “Traditional life space” of vacated houses. However,
it is very difficult to preserve “Traditional life space” of low necessity nowadays in the existing form. Then it
could be said that it is required to interpret “Traditional life space” newly to respond modern life style. The
purpose of this research is to target “Takada district, Joetsu city, Niigata prefecture” which is known for
“Gangi townhouse” stretching in a row and suffers decline on the other hand, to define “Gangi”, “Mise” and
“Chanoma” as “Liminal space”, and to find out the way of space that integrates needs of “Modern life”. This
paper firstly pursues transition of space form and utilization of city and “Traditional gangi townhouse” to
marshal issues that towns face. Next, with an aim of grasping tendency of “Modern gangi townhouse”,
forecasting usage of “Mise” from appearance of opening shapes has classified four types. In addition, targeting
the type of “garage or entrance" which has the greatest ratio above all, family structure and tendency of daily
life are seizured to analyze space form and actual state of use. As a result, it is clarified that the space located as
“3 - 5 meter depth”, namely “Chanoma”, contains potential of utilization as the living room of an ordinary base,
considering both privacy and lighting as residence. However, at that time two points are considered significant;
“Add artifice of lighting in the upper part of the living room and its surroundings” and “Make use of Mise
without blocking view to gangi side”. Also an example to improve comfortability of space has found it
effective to strengthen relationship between "Niwa" and the living room by enlarging frontage, and method to
produce brightness and warmness by combination of blow-by and heating.
Previously, though “Traditional gangi townhouse” established direct relationship of the inside and the outside
by frequent comings and goings to “Mise” and “Chanoma” through “Gangi”, it still maintained proper sense of
distance by locating its living room of usual base in “Chanoma”. This sense obviously tends to be shared by
modern residents, but change of life style has decreased daily comings and goings. Nevertheless, it is
concluded that some of opening shapes enable viewing to “Gangi” from “Chanoma” location to spontaneously
generate indirect relationship and that it is effectual to help create vividness of townscape.
Keywords; 1. Traditional gangi townhouse, 2. Modern gangi townhouse, 3. Traditional cityscape,
4. Modern life, 5. Liminal space

Keio University Graduate School of Media and Governance Akiko Noguchi
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