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Abstract - Japan is accepting a number of foreign visitors in the trend of cultural diversity and building mutual
understanding with who have different cultural background becomes essential. To support foreigner’s better
quality of living, we propose Internet radio “CCR (Cross-Cultural Radio)”, which provides location-based
contents including international listener’s comments. Sequentially, “CCUS (Cross-Cultural Understanding Scale)”
was invented and evaluation experiment was conducted in Tokyo to measure the effectiveness of CCR.
Experiment result illustrates that CCR is effective in certain dimensions of cross-cultural understandings. This
paper intends to explore the cultural exchange amongst foreign visitors to Japan by the behavioral analysis of

individual experiment participants.
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“Needle funeral”

In Senso-ji temple’s western garden Awashimado Hall
stands, home to an unusual ceremony: the needle
funeral. Annually on 8th February, dozens of kimono
women gather with monks to perform lasting rites for
broken or old sewing needles. Kimono fabric makers
and seamstresses express their thanks to the needles by
sticking them in a block of soft tofu. Needle funeral
reflects ancient animistic Shintoism beliefs, and also
marks the end of New Year celebrations.
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“Ninja Dojo”

Not so many people know there is a small size
amusement park called Hanayashiki in the heart of
Tokyo. Here is the story from locals, who works in
Hanayashiki as a promotion staff.

Hanayashiki recently started Ninja Dojo, where you
can meet real ninja and experience their principles, as
well as special martial arts techniques. The interactive
tour takes about an hour is available, hence amongst
group of international tourists this cultural activity is
becoming popular options for tour package.
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“Asakusa Jinja”

The proximity of Shintd shrine Asakusa Jinja, behind
Senso-ji temple to the northeast, testifies to the
coexistence of Japan’s two major religions.

How did other tourists feel about the story? Listen to
them, they are from England and the United States.

“I was just wondering if there are monks there, because
monks usually try to be in some kind of solitude. Well,
this is very busy.”

“We really don't have a specific religion, even though
it's Buddhism, or Buddhist, not many people practice it,
as people like in the States, as they are like Christianity or
specific religion, right?”

“Hmm.”

“Japanese are very spiritual, but they are not that
religious, if that makes sense.”
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